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number, in the noblest of buildings surrounded
by rooms and by lakes and pure waters filled
with lotus plants, (where) swans and cranes
are playing together.1 There, as radiant as
the rising sun, Hari sits smiling in the jewelled
hall cross-legged2 on a golden lotus upon the
soft carpet, surrounded by Narada and others
in full certainty of the Truth about the SELF,
and showing to these Sages His own most
imperishable Abode.3 (3:11: 14-17)

2. Soft as the petals of a blue lotus are
His wide eyes, and smooth His flowing hair
illumined by a crown and peacock-feather
crest; His face is beautiful and pleasant, long
fish-shaped pendants sparkle on the ears ; the
Srivafsa-curl is on His breast, while the
kaustubha and a forest garland are gleaming
on a bosom tinted golden red with saffron. (He
wears) a robe of yellow silk, and is adorned
with necklaces and bangles, a girdle (fastened)
with cords and the like; He takes away the

1 In Gopalatapiniyopanisad, 37, Krishna is called the " Royal
Swan playing in the mind-lake *' of the Gopis' hearts.

2 Skt: mukhasinam.

3 Even as King, Krishna is World Teacher, imparting secrets
about the nature of the Self. This Abode is described as at the
centre of centres in the universe, by the Tripsdvibhutimahff-
noyayanopanisad, 5-7, also by the Brahma-samhita, 5.